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POl 1=3 JANUARY 1975
SUBJECT COMMENTS OF GVN MR3I COMMANDING GENERAL BONG ON THE
MILITARY SITUATION AND ARVN DEPLOYMENTS IN MR3
ACQ VIETNAM, BIEN HOA (2«3 JANUARY 1975) FIELD NO., FVP=4981

SOURCE AN AMERICAN OBSERVER FROM GYN MILITARY REGION 3 COMMANDER
LIEUTENANT GENERAL DU QUOC DONG, WHO WAS AWARE THAT HIS
REMARKS WOULD REACH U.S, OFFICIALS,

SUMMARY, GVN MR3I COMMANDING GENERAL DU QUOE DONG SAID ON

2 JANUARY 1975 THWAT HE WAS DEPRESSED BY THE IMPENDING LOSS OF

THE PHUOC LONG PROVINCE CAPITAL OF SONG BE WHICH HE FELT COULD NOT

WOLD OUT MUCH LONGER: ON 1 JANUARY, 65 AIR SORTIES WERE DIRECTED

AGAINST VC/NVA ATTACKERS AT SONG BE, AND MORE SORTIES WERE

SCHEDULED FOR 2 JANUARY. ARVN FORCES HELD SONG BE CITY DURING

THE NIGHWT OF 2=3 JANUARY, AND TWO COMPANIES OF THE 81ST RANGER

GROUP ARE SCHEDULED TO BE AIRLIFTED ON 3 JANUARY INTO AN AREA

EAST OF THE CITY AND WILL THEN ATTEMPT TO FIGHT THEIR WAY INTO

THE CITY, GENERAL DONG IS HOPEFUL THAT HOA! DUC DISTRICT TOWN
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IN BINH TUY PRQVINCE, WHICH [S CURRENTLY DEFENDEDB BY A BATTALION
OF THE 43RD REGIMENT, 18TH ARVN DIVISION, AND AN RF BATTALION, CAN
BE WMELD, THE 48TH REGIMENT, 18TH ARVN DIVISION, AND 7TH RANGERS
WERE UNSUCCESSFUL IN REACHING HOA! DUC FROM GIA RAY IN LONG KHANH
PROVINCE ALONG ROUTE 333, GENERAL DONG SAID THAT THE RF AND 49TH
REGIMENT,» 25TH ARVN DIVISION» PERFORMED WELL IN DEFEATING RECENT
VC/NVA ATTACKS IN TAY NINH PROVINCE, DESCRIBING ARVN DEFENSIVE
POSITIONS IN THE APPROACHES TO SAIGON, GENERAL DONG SAID THAT

EAST OF TWE TW! TINM RIVER IN BINW DUONG PROVINCE, THE 9TH
REGIMENT, STH ARVN DIVISION, AND ONE RF BATTALION ARE DEPLOYED
ALONG ROUTE 7 FROM RACH BAP OUTPOST TO AN DIEN, AN ARVN CLEARING
OPERATION WAS SCHEDULED T0 BEGIN ON 3 JANUARY IN THE 800 LOI WCODS
IN SOUTHEASTERN TAY NINW, GENERAL DONG SAID THAT THE 18TH

ARYN DIVISION WAS BECOME INEFFECTIVE SINCE THE ILLNESS OF ITS
COMMANDER, BUT THE 5TH AND 25TH DIVISION COMMANDERS HAVE PERFORMED
SATISFACTORILY, END SUMMARY,

1, ON 2 JANUARY 1975, LIEUTENANT GENERAL DO BUOC D 0 N G
GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM MILITARY REGION 3 (GVN MR3) COMMANDER, SAID
THMAT HE WAS VERY DEPRESSED BECAUSE OF THE IMPENDING LOSS 0F PHUOC
LONG PROVINCE WWICH COULD NOT WOLD OUT MUCH LONGER., GENERAL DONG
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SAID THAT IF HE HWAD TRANSFERRED A VIETNAMESE ARMY (ARVN) REGIMENT
OR EVEN TWO REGIMENTS TO PHUOC LONG PROVINCE. THEY WOULD HAVE BEEN
LOST, ON 1 JANUARY, 65 AIR SORTIES WERE DIRECTED AGAINST THE
FORCE ATTACK ING SONG BE (YUL751@85) AND MORE WERE SCHEDULED FOR
2 JANUARY, WHICH HE HOPED WOULD INFLICT HEAVY CASUALTIES ON THE
COMMUNIST ATTACKING FORCE, HE CLAIMED THAT ELEMENTS OF BOTH THE
1418T AND 165YTW REGIMENTS, 7TH NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY (NVA)
DIVISION AND OF THE 271ST INDEPENDENT NVA REGIMENT ARE INVOLVED IN
THE ATTACKS AGAINST THE PROVINCE CAPITAL, EXTRA AIR SORTIES WERE
FLOWN BY A=37 FIGHTER~BOMBER PLANES LOCATED IN MR2 AND MR4 BECAUSE
THE BIEN HOA AJRFIELD WAS CLOSED PART OF THE TIME DUE TO THE ROCKET
ATTACK ON 1 JANUARY, GENERAL DONG CLAIMED THAT THE ROCKET ATTACK
WAS MADE FOR THE SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF DENYING THE USE OF THE AIRFIELD
DURING THE ATTACK ON THE PHUOC LONG PROVINCE CAPITAL,

2, (FIELD COMMENT! INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO BIEN HOA
CONSULATE GENERAL SOURCES AS OF THE MORNING OF 3 JANUARY [INDICATES
THAT ARVN FORCES HELD SONG BE CITY DURING THE NIGHT OF 2=3 JANUARY,
AYTACKING FORCES CONTROL THE SOUTHERN HWALF OF THE LAKE ON THE
C1TY'S OQUTSKIRTS: COMMUNIST FORCES ARE ATTACKING FROM THE SOUTH!
THE ONLY AVENUE FOR ARVN REINFORCEMENTS 1S FROM THE EAST, TWO
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COMPANIES OF THE B81ST RANGER GROUP ARE SCHEDULED TO BE AIR=-
LIFTED ON 3 JANUARY INTO THE AREA ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS EAST OF
THE CITY AND WILL ATTEMPT TO FIGHT THEIR WAY INTA THE CITY FROM
TWE EAST ACROSS A BRIDGE WHICH 18 STILL UNDER ARVN CONTROL. THE
JOINT GENERAL STAFF WANTS AN ALL=~0UT EFFORT TO SAVE SONG BE
AND HAS PROMISED AlR SUPPORYT OF 6@ SORTIES PER DAY FROM MR2Z,
3, AND 4 FOR TWE DEFENSE OF SONG BE., VC/NVA FOREES ARE TAKING
HEAVY CASUALTIES FROM AIR ATTACK) A TOTAL OF 11 VE/NVA TANKS
HAVE BEEN DESTROYED THUS FAR, THREE FROM THE AIR, AND EIGHT
FROM GROUND FIRE. ALL ARVN ARTILLERY DEFENDING THE CITY HAS
BEEN LOST AS A RESULT OF THE INTENSIVE COMMUNIST FIRE INTQ THE
C1TY FROM THE RECENTLY SEIZED BA RA MOUNTAIN)

3, TURNING TO THE SITUATION IN BINH TUY PROVINCE, GENERAL
DONG SAID THAT HE [S WOPEFUL THAT HOA! DUC DISTRIET TOWN CAN
BE HELD, CURRENTLY A BATTALION OF THE 43RD REGIMENT, 18TH ARVN
DIVISION, PLUS A REGIONAL FORCES (RF) BATTALION ARE DEPLOYED TC
DEFEND THE TOWN, THE RF BATTALION WAS RECENTLY AIRLIFTED FROM
1Y3 LOCATION ALDNG ROUTE 333 SEVERAL KILOMETERS NBRTH OF GIA
RAY IN SOUTHEASTERN LONG KHANH PROVINCE TO HOAI BUC TOWN, THE
BALANCE OF THE 43RD REGIMENT IS LOCATED ALONG ROUTE 333 AT THE
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BORDER OF LONG KHANH AND BINH TUY PROVINCES, TS MISSION IS TO
SUPPLY ARTILLERY SUPPORT T0 THE HOAI DUC DEFENDERS, ASSIST THEM
IF REQUIRED AND ALSO T0 BE PREPARED TO FURNISH SEEURITY ALONG
ROUTE 22 AND DEFEND DINH GUAN DISTRICT TOWN (YT567377) IN LONG
KMANH PROVINCE, THE 43RD REGIMENT IS REINFORCED WITH ONE M=113
ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIER TROOP AND ONE Me=41 LIGHT TANK COMPANY,
4, GENERAL DONG CONTINWED THAT THE 48TH REGIMENT, 18 TH
ARVN DIVISION, REINFORCED WITH THE 7TH RANGER GREUP, ATTEMPTED
UNSUCCESSFULLY TO REACH HOA! DUC DISTRICT TOWN FROM GIA RAY BY
ADVANC ING ALONG THE AXIS OF ROUTE 333, THE 7TH RANGERS PERFORMED
POORLY BECAUSE THEY HAVE BEEN IN CONTINUOUS COMBAT FOR SEVERAL
MONTHS AND MAD SUFFERED CONSIDERABLE CASUALTIES, THE UNIT HAS
BEEN WITHDRAWN AND GIVEN AN AREA OF OPERATIONS IN SOUTHERN BINH
DUONG PROVINCE !N A RESERVE BLOCKING STATUS, THE 48TH REGIMENT
CURRENTLY LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF GIA RAY WILL REMAIN IN THE
AREA WITH THE MISSION OF BEING PREPARED 7O PROVIDE SECURITY ALONG
ROUTE 1 IN LONG KWMANH PROVINCE AS WELL AS PROVIDING SECURITY TO THE
RESETTLEMENT AREAS IN THE PROVINCE, THE 33RD NVA REGIMENT HAS
BEEN OPPOSING THE 48TH REGIMENT IN THE AREA NORTH OF GIA RAY ALONG
ROUTE 333, THE 274TH NVA REGIMENT IS IN THE VICINITY OF HOAL
SECRET
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DUC PISTRICT TOWN, CONTACT HAS BEEN LOST WITH THE 812TH NVA
REGIMENT WHICH OVERRAN AND CAPTURED THE TANH LINH DISTRICT TOWN,
5. GENERAL DONG SAID THAT THE RF AND 49TH RESIMENT, 25TH

ARVN DIVISION, PERFORMED WELL IN DEFEATING THE VEJNVA ATTACK

IN TAY NINH PROVINCE THAT BEGAN ON & DECEMBER, ME ANTICIPATES
RENEWED ATTACKS BY THE 285TH AND 101ST INDEPENDENT VC/NVA
REGIMENTS, IN THE VICINITY OF TAY NINH CITY THERE ARE FOUR ARVN
BATTALIONS, I.E,» THE ENTIRE 49TH REGIMENT PLUS BNE BATTALION 0F
NE 46TH REGIMENT, GENERAL DONG, ALTHOUGH HIGHLY EONCERNED AND
APPREHENSIVE, SAID THAT HE BELIEVES THE COMMUNIST ATTACKS IN TAY
NINH WILL BE REPULSED, HE EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE IN THE 25THK
DIVISION COMMANDER, BRIGADIER GENERAL LY TONG B A.
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6, GENERAL DONG DESCRIBED THE ARVN DEFENSIVE AETIONS BEING
YAKEN IN THE APPROACHES TO SAIGON, IN THE SAIGON CORRIDOR EAST OF
TH1 TINH RIVER IN BINH DUONG PROVINCE, THE 9TH REGIMENT., S5TH
ARVN DIVISION, PLUS ONE RF BATTALION ARE DEPLOYED GENERALLY
ALONG ROUTE 7 EXTENDING FROM RACH BAP OUTRPOST (XT673304) T0 AN
DIEN WITH THE MISSION OF PREVENTING THE 9TH NVA
DIVISION FROM RETAKING THE OUTPOSTS AT RACH BAP, BASE 82
(XT702313)» AND AN DIEN AND BLOCKING THE 9TH DIVISION FROM MOVING
Y0 THE SOUTH, TO THE SOUTH OF ROUTE 7 AND WEST BF ROUTE 13 IN
THE IRON TRIANGLE, AN RF BATTALION 1S DEPLOYED IN A BLOCKING
POSITION BASED ON THE DEFENSE OF HILL 38, TO THE WEST OF THE
SAIGON RIVER SOUTH OF THE HO BO W0ODS, PHU HOA DISTRICT.

CLEARING OPERATIONS CURRENTLY ARE BEING CONDUCTED BY TWD
BATTALIONS OF THE 5@8TH ARVN REGIMENT WHILE A THIRB BATTALION IS
PROVIDING FLANK PROTECTION IN THE WEST, ON 2 JANUARY A CLEARING
OPERATION WAS SCHEDULED T0 BEGIN IN THE 801 LOI WBODS IN THE
EASTERN PART OF KWIEM HANH DISTRICT, TAY NINH PRBVINCE. TO COVER
YHE APPROACH TO SAIGON FROM THE NORTHEAST, A TASK FORCE CONSISTING
OF THE 3RD ARMORED BRIGADE REINFORCED BY THE 52ND REGIMENT, 18TH
ARVN DIVISION, 1S DEPLOYED IN THE VICINITY OF THE BIEN HOA=BINH
SECRET
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DUONG PROVINCE BOUNDARY N PHU GIAD AND TAN UYEN BISTRICTS WITR TkE
MISSION OF BLOCKING VC/NVA APPROACHES ALONG THE AXIS OF ROUTE 1A
AND le TOWARD PHU CUONG CITY AND BIEN MOA CITY. THE TASK FORCE
HAS TAKEN UP BLOCKING POSITIONS GENERALLY ALONG THE TAN UYEN
DISTRICT NORTHERN BOUNDARY EXTENDING T0 ROUTE 1A IN PHU GIAD
DISTRICT, GENERAL DONG NOTED THAT IN BINH LONG PROVINCE, AN LOC
CONTINUES TO BE DEFENDED BY ONE RANGER GROUP OF THREE BATTAL IONS
PLUS TW0 RF BATTALIONS; CHON THANH IS DEFENDED BY TWO RANGER
BATTALIONS PLUS ONE RF BATTALION, GENERAL DONG NBTED THAT THE
4TH ARVN RANGER GROUP HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED FROM KBANTUM PROVINCE
TO LONG BINW FOR REST AND REFITTING, HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT
AFTER REFITTING THE 4TH RANGER GROUP WQULD REPLABE THE 7TH
RANGER GROUP, WWICH ALSO IS IN NEED OF REFITTING,

7. IN DISCUSSING THE MER]TS OF THE ARVN DIVISIONS, GENERAL
DONG SAID THAT 18TH DIVISION COMMANDER BRIGADIER SENERAL LE MINH
D A 0 HWAS SERIOUS EYE PROBLEMS AND REQUESTED LEAVE TO O0BTAIN
TREATMENT, HE NOTED THAT THE 18TH DIVISION HAS BECOME INEFFECTIVE
SINCE DAO'S JLLNESS, THE 5TH AND 25TH DIVISION EAMMANDERS HAVE
BEEN PERFORMING SATISFACTORILY., HE COMPLAINED. HAWEVER, THAT
ALl THREE DIVISIONS ARE POOR IN COMPARISON TO HIS FORMER COMMAND,
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YHE AIRBORNE DIVISION, AND THAT THEY ARE SLOW IN EARRYING OUT
ORDERS AND LACK AGGRESSIVENESS. AS TO VC/NVA UNITS, HE SAID THaT
YHE VC/NVA ARE STANDARDIZING ALL INFANTRY BATTALISNS INCLUDING
YHOSE OF THE 7T AND 9TH NVA DIVISIONS WITH A COMBAT STRENGTH
OF ABOUT 208 MEN, WE NOTED THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE FORMED AN
NVA 3RD DIVISION CONTROLLING THE 225TH AND 121ST REGIMENTS AND
AN "EASTERN" DIVISION CONTROLLING THE 33RD AND 274K REGIMENTS,
(SOURCE COMMENTH ALSO ON 2 JANUARY, MR3 DEPUTY EHIEF OF STAFF
FOR INTELLIGENGE COLONEL LE DAT € O N G» IN A SEPARATE
CONVERSATIONs AGREED THAT NVA BATTALIONS LOCATED IN MR3 HAVE AN
AVERAGE STRENGTH OF 208 MEN AND AS A RESULT, THE ¥TH AND 9TH
DIVISIONS ARE NOT AS STRONG AS EARLIER IN 1§74.)

8, (SOURCE COMMENT: GENERAL DONG WAS SEVERELY DEPRESSED
AND APPREHENSIVE, TIRED AND APPEARED NERVOUS. HEWEVER, HE HAD
A GOOD GRASP OF THE SITUATION AND PROVIDED A CLEAR RUNDOWN OF
YME MILITARY SITUATION., HE SEEMED T0 BE IN CONTREL BUT ANXIOUS
YO RECEIVE ASSURANCE THAT HE WAS MAKING THE PROPER DECISIONS.)

9, FIELD DISSEMI EMBASSY DEFENSE ATTACHE AT SAIGON;
CONSULATE GENERAL AT BIEN HOAJ SENT TO CINCPAC 1IPAC CSG
PACAF PACFLT USSAG
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